
DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎΗ 

 L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !a¢!ς{5 /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ н 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  L ŀƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄπ
ǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŦǳƴΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ 
ƎǊƻǿ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΗ  !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇŀǝŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀǎ L ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ƴŜǿ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ϧ bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ /ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ рлǘƘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎΦ  

!ǎ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !a¢!-{5 
/ƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ  ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎΚ  !ǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ !a¢! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀŎǝǾŜƭȅ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎŀƎŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !a¢!-
{5 /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΚ  !ǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛπ
ǝƻƴΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ȅŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ƻǊ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ŭǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ 
ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ !ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƘŀƛǊΣ ŀƴȅ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƪƴƻǿΦ  

 L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ [Ŝǘ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǝƳŜΣ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΗ ¢ǿƻ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΥ мΦ {ǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ όƛŦ 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ /ƘŀƛǊϝΣ WŜƴƴŀ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΦ  

нΦ tƻǎǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ-ǳǇǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !a¢!-{5 /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ tŀƎŜΦ 
ά.ǊŀƎ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜέΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭΣ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƻƴŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ǎǘǳũ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΗ  [ŜǘΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǎΗ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ 
ŦƻǊ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5 /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ƴƻƳƛπ
ƴŀǝƻƴΦ  /ǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ !ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘΥ  bƻƳƛƴŜŜ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ !a¢!Σ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ άƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎέ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇπ
ǘŜǊΦ  !ƴȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘΦ  bƻƳƛƴŀπ
ǝƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƘŀƛǊΦ bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !a¢!-{5 .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 9ƭŜŎǘŜŘ hŶŎŜǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
aŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΦ 

 bƻǘŜΥ  9ǾŜǊȅ ŜũƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊǝŎƭŜόǎύΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƭƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ 
ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǝƴƎ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ /ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ 

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΗ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 
wŀǇƛŘ /ƛǘȅΗ   

 

{ƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ 

5ŀǿƴ aŜƴƴƛƴƎ 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ  !a¢!-{5 

%ҮҫҩɯҰҤҡɯ/ҮҡүҥҠҡҪҰɀүɯ#ҡүҧ 
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CLb5 ¦{ hb 

 C!/9.hhY 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀǎπ
ǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛπ
ǘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ !a¢! 
/ƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ  Lƴ ŀƴ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘπ
ƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŀǎ ŀ 
ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜǎǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΗ   

 tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 
ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ 
!a¢! ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴκŜǾŜƴǘǎκƴŜǿǎ ȅƻǳ 
ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǎ ǇŜǊǝƴŜƴǘ 
ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ  !a¢! 
{5 ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ   

/ƘŜŎƪ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΗ 

 ǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 

{ŜŀǊŎƘ !a¢! {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 
/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ Φ  

/ƭƛŎƪ WhLb ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭπ
ǊŜŀŘȅ ŀ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊΗ 

 



 

President:  

 Dawn Menning  

1228 S. Lincoln St. ± 

Aberdeen, SD  57401 

 healingessential@yahoo.com  

 605-290-3918 

 

IPP:   

Christine Ellwein ±  

208 W Dakota Ave. 

 Pierre, SD  57501  

 christinegors@hotmail.com 

 605-222-9266 

 

1st VP:   

Jeanne Thune 

 370 W. Anchor Dr., Ste. 217 

 Dakota Dunes, SD  57049  

JeanneThune@hotmail.com 

 712-635-4301  

 

2nd VP:   

Amber Rasmussen 

 4612 Serenity Ct.  

Rapid City, SD  57703 

 amberdee@midco.net  

 605-209-5003 

 

3rd VP:   

Grace Lonning 

405 8th Ave NW, Ste. 207  

Aberdeen, SD 57401 

 massagetherapy@nvc.net  

605-725-4400 

 

Treasurer:  

Val Rowen  

327 S. Fort St 

 Pierre, SD  57501 

 valerieandrickr@mncomm.com 

605-945-0013 

 

Interim Sec:  

 Kristine Skorseth  

 307 6th St., Ste. 3 

 Brookings, SD 57006  

 kristinegeezer@gmail.com 

 605-690-0259 

 

SD CHAIRS ROSTER 2016-2017 

 

Benevolence: Chair  

Stacy Sprengeler  

404 16th Ave NE  

 Aberdeen, SD  57401 

 simonsez6667@gmail.com 

 605-216-6667 

 

Education Chair:           

 Julie Ames-Curtis  

11936 Hay Creek Rd 

Custer, SD 57730 

 pahasapha@gmail.com  

970-391-9921 
 

Newsletter:  

Jenna Williams  

P.O. Box 327  

 Warner, SD  57479  

 jhwilliams485@gmail.com  

 605-252-1509 

Website:  

Karen Peschong  

47258 162nd St. 

Strandburg, SD  57265 

 Karen.peschong@gmail.com 

605-878-1001 

 
Historian:  

Patricia Bleeker ± see above 

 
50th Anniversary Chair:       

 Dawn Menning ± see above 

 
2017-2018 Delegate: 

   Patricia Bleeker ± see above 

 
2017 1st Alt Delegate:      

Suzanne Braun  

 28790 338th Ave. 

 Gregory, SD  57533  

suzbr2000@yahoo.com  

 605-842-5595 

SD DELEGATE ROSTER 2016-2017 

 

2016 Delegate:  

Dawn Menning ± see above 

2016 1st Alt Delegate:  

 Bianca Resch 

820A 9th Ave 

Brookings, SD  57006 

605-695-0188 

 Bianca.resch@hotmail.com  

 

2016 2nd Alt Delegate:     

Patricia Bleeker  

320 W 6th Ave. 

 Mitchell, SD  57301  

 tlcmassage@gmx.com  

 605-996-0512 

 

SD CHAIRS ROSTER 2016-2017 

 

Membership/Recruitment/Public Relations: 

 Jeanne Thune ± see 1st VP 

 

Government Relations:   

 Val Rowen ± see Treasurer 

 

Nominations/Awards:  

 Dawn Menning²see President 
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3$!-4! #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ -ÅÍÂÅÒ 3ÐÏÔÌÉÇÈÔ 
  Grace Lonning  

   

/L¢¸Υ !ōŜǊŘŜŜƴ κ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ 

C!aL[¸Υ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ {ǘǳŀǊǘ 

 ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ос ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ н ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΦ  

[ƛƴŘǎŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ¢ǳŎƪŜǊΣ ŀǊŜ ŜȄπ
ǇŜŎǝƴƎ  

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴ WǳƭȅΦ  YŜƭǎŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ  

ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ .ǊŀŘΣ ƘŀǾŜ н ōƻȅǎΦ WŀƳŜǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

 WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ŀǊŜ о ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 

Ih² [hbD I!±9 ¸h¦ .99b 5hLbD a!{{!D9Κ 

 LΩƳ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ноǊŘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜΦ 

Ih² [hbD I!±9 ¸h¦ .99b !b !a¢! a9a.9wΚ L ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ !a¢! 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ мффоΦ 

²I!¢ Dh¢ ¸h¦ Lb¢9w9{¢95κ{¢!w¢95 Lb a!{{!D9 ¢I9w!t¸Κ L ƘŀŘ 
ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŎŀǊ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜƊ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜŀŘŀŎƘŜǎΦ  !ƊŜǊ 
ǘǊȅƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΣ ŀ ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
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AMTA South Dakota 2016 Awards 

Annual Meeting ï April 29th, 2016 

Huron, SD 

 

PRESIDENTôS AWARD 

   This beautiful soul, a North Dakota native has been a mas-
sage therapist for 10 years and an AMTA member for nearly 5 
years. She has been attending our conferences since 2005 and 
began her volunteer experience in 2014 as Awards/Nominations 
Chair. She is a hard-working, full-time therapist, practicing in 
Aberdeen, SD.  

   She has had a wealth of experience serving on Boards in a 
various positions including President. She is multi-talented and 
creative, expressing this through her work with clients and inter-
actions with colleagues. She holds an AAS in Commercial Art 
from Bismarck State College as well as being a Reiki Master.  

   She loves art, photography, nature, gardening, and her hu-
man and feline family members. I love serving with this lady 
because she is warm, kind, respectfully diligent, committed and 
equal to any task. I see her as our future leader. 

   Her skills and experience are much needed and well appreci-
ated. She makes volunteering joyful work with a presence that 
is balanced and poised. She is guided to deal effectively with all 
matters at hand and radiate this ability to others. Her heart and 
mind are open and she is generously sharing her gifts with us. 

 Thank you, Dawn Menning, for being an important part of our 
AMTA South Dakota Chapter family. I canôt wait to see the 
things you will do for this Chapter. Please accept the Presi-
dentôs Award on my behalf.-Christine Ellwein, Chapter Presi-
dent. 

MERITORIOUS AWARD 

  This yearôs recipient of the Meritorious Award, Christine 
Ellwein, is a twenty-year veteran in the field of massage thera-
py; seventeen of those years in the AMTA fold. And the majority 
of those years, serving as a volunteer with this organization. 

But massage was not her first passion. Obtaining a degree in 
Art before attending massage school, today she combines 
those two loves in her newly established private practice, ñThe 
Art of Massage.ò Her creativity and interest in the natural won-
ders of gemstones, crystals and minerals are reflected in her 
office surroundings where she further enhances her bodywork 
with exploration of the wonders of essential oils.  

Christine was raised in the water. Swimming and aquatics have 
been a constant in her life since she was a very young child. 
She teaches water aerobics and is also a ñBeach Body 
Coach.òFamily is a vital focus of Christineôs life. She is married 
to Jeremy, stepmother to 19 year old Morgan and completely 
devoted to the rearing of the newest love in her life, four year 
old son, Finley. 

Besides balancing her commitments to family, career and her 
community, Christine has also been the AMTA ïSD Chapterôs 
only representative on the South Dakota Board of Massage 
Therapy for three years. Over the past eleven years Christine 
has served on the AMTA-South Dakota Chapter Board in al-
most all positions from Delegate to today, the culmination of 4 
years as President.  

She has willingly volunteered to serve wherever she was need-
ed and truly cares about the future of our Chapter and service to 
its members. Christine has always maintained a good working 

relationship with our National office and has a great understand-
ing of the resource they can be to us on the state level tries to 
be a good resource, herself, for Chapter Chairs and Officers 

Christine is a sensitive soul who has worked to provide profes-
sional leadership to our Chapter and we are honored to present 
the 2016 Meritorious Service Award in recognition of her dedi-
cated spirit. 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

    This lady is strong and capable. Whatever the task, she does 
it with skill, competence and ñGraceò. She works and walks in 
ñGraceò. Her efforts are held in the highest possible regard. She 
always works for the highest and best for all concerned. I think 
she could leap a tall building in a single bound. 

   She has been a massage therapist, AMTA member and Na-
tionally Certified therapist for almost 23 years. She has built a 
successful practice in Aberdeen the past 18 years. Her Distin-
guished Service to our Chapter includes serving in several 
roles. Newsletter Editor, Membership/Recruitment Chair, Edu-
cation Chair, 3rd VP are a few of the positions she has held. She 
has stepped up to the plate to help out in times of dire need and 
under personally difficult circumstances, balancing everything 
beautifully. She received the Meritorious Award in 1997 which 
was the first year she attended National Convention, which was 
the beginning of her advocacy of the importance of attending 
these events. She feels fortunate to have developed some won-
derful friendships through her years of involvement with our 
South Dakota Chapter and we feel fortunate that she has 
shared her wealth of knowledge and experience with us.  

   I am so happy to have had the honor of working with this dy-
namic, professional and multi-talented lady and I wish her the 
best as she transitions to a new Chapter moving into retirement 
in the near future. We have truly been ñGraceòd with her pres-
ence. 

   Thank you, Grace Lonning. Please accept the Distinguished 
Service Award on my behalf.-Christine Ellwein, SD Chapter 
President 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

This lady is clearly an outstand-
ing professional, mentor and 
colleague. She is a leader for 
those of us in the massage ther-
apy profession in South Dakota.  
For several years she has been 
a major proponent of licensure 
for South Dakota massage ther-
apists and for the professional 
and ethical practice of massage 
therapy here.  She has been in 
the forefront, not only in the way 
she conducts her own private 
practice, but also publicly for the 
Chapter as Government Rela-
tions Chair.   

She has served as an extraordinary role model to us all.  She 
has practiced the past 27 years in Pierre, SD.  She joined AM-
TA right out of massage school and has served in other Chapter 
Board Positions, such as 1st Vice-President, and Treasurer.  
She takes a very active role in her church, her family and com-
munity.  She enjoys cake decorating, pistol shooting, pheasant 
hunting and spending time with her beloved husband.  

 I am personally blessed by her friendship and it is with great 
appreciation for her dedication, diligence and service to the AM-
TA South Dakota Chapter that I present the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award to Valerie Rowen. 



(awards continuedé) 

 

Certificate of Appreciation 

For volunteering to gather articles, design, edit, 
and distribute the AMTA SD Chapter Newslet-
ter, Thank You Gwen Larson. We appreciate 
you and all have done to assist and support the 
members and the SD Chapter. 

 

Certificate of Appreciation 

The Volunteer receiving this certificate of ap-
preciation is known for her seemingly end-
less dedication and commitment to AMTA 
members and the AMTA SD Chapter.  Thank 
You Kris Skorseth for volunteering to be the 
appointed chapter secretary until 2017 Annu-
al Meeting.  Thank you for all the support 
you provide to the members and volunteers, 
for all the things you do that may go unseen 
to the eyes of many, and for being a team 
player in assisting the making of the AMTA 

SD Chapter a success.  

 

30 Year AMTA Members 

This year we are honoring 2 women for 30 
years of dedicated membership to our South 
Dakota and National Chapters. Congratula-
tions to Shannon Parham  and Kathleen 
Wright who will be celebrating 30 years in 
2016. 

(presented with framed certificates)   
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